Community Governance Review 2026: Initial Consultation (14 August – 28 September)
Prior to the commencement of the Community Governance Review on 31 July 2026, Newcastle City Council received proposals from Brunswick Parish Council, Hazlerigg Parish Council and North Gosforth Parish Council. The Council has also identified potential changes for the remaining parishes within the review area. These proposals will be considered as part of the Review and will inform the draft recommendations that are expected to be published during the second public consultation in November 2026.
At this stage, consultees are invited to comment on the submitted proposals and provide wider feedback on parish governance arrangements within the review area. This feedback will help the Council assess the proposals and, where appropriate, make amendments before preparing its draft recommendations.
The proposals set out in this document are not draft recommendations. They are being published to help focus discussion during the initial consultation stage of the Review. 
	Woolsington

	Parish boundaries
	The Council proposes no change to the external parish boundaries.

	Parish wards
	Following the Local Government Boundary Commission for England's (LGBCE) electoral review of Newcastle upon Tyne, which was implemented by the Newcastle upon Tyne (Electoral Changes) Order 2025, changes were made to the boundaries of Callerton Ward and Woolsington and Bankfoot Ward within Woolsington Parish. As a result, a small number of properties south of the A696 were transferred from Woolsington and Bankfoot Parish Ward to Callerton Parish Ward. These changes will take effect for ordinary parish elections in May 2027. 

The Council has considered whether any further changes to the parish's electoral arrangements are required as part of this Community Governance Review and proposes that no additional changes be made.

	Councillor numbers
	The Council proposes no change to the total number of councillors for Woolsington Parish Council (12). However, the Newcastle upon Tyne (Electoral Changes) Order 2025 alters the allocation of councillors between parish wards. The following arrangements will apply from the next ordinary parish elections: Bedeburn (3), Callerton (2), Newbiggin Hall (4) and Woolsington and Bank Foot (3).

	Electorate
	As no changes to the external parish boundaries are proposed, the electorate will remain unchanged at 7,677.

	Other consequential matters
	The Council notes major new build developments in the area, namely the Upper Callerton and Brunton Lane developments, which may affect the balance of the electorate.  The forecast completion of these developments does not have an immediate impact on parish ward arrangements. However, the Council recognises that a future Community Governance Review may become necessary as these developments are completed and occupied.

The Council notes that a review of polling districts may be required to ensure parish ward boundaries align with polling district boundaries at the southern extent of Bedeburn Ward, between polling districts S02 and S04. Currently, a small area of polling district S02 falls outside the parish boundary. There are no residential properties within this area.

Any changes to polling districts or polling places would not be determined through this Community Governance Review and would instead be considered as part of a separate polling district and polling place review.

	Summary of proposals
	No further changes are proposed to parish boundaries, parish wards or councillor numbers beyond those already implemented through the Newcastle upon Tyne (Electoral Changes) Order 2025.
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